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Overview

CAP international
The Coalition for the Abolition of Prostitution (CAP international) is a coalition 
of fifteen abolitionist frontline NGOs providing direct assistance to victims  
of prostitution and sexual exploitation in Europe, North America, Africa,  
the Middle East and Asia. CAP international and its members stand in support 
of all women, men and children affected by prostitution, and in opposition to  
the system of prostitution that exploits their precariousness and vulnerabilities.

Our mission
The fundamental objective of CAP international is to contribute to the adoption 
and implementation of abolitionist policies and legislation at the domestic, 
continental and international level. In order to reach this objective,  
CAP international aims to:

• Strengthen the domestic advocacy capacities of each of its members;
•  Build on regional dynamics by convening and promoting dialogue among 

frontline organisations, activists and policy makers, and facilitating advocacy 
toward regional institutions such as the European Union;

•  Coordinate international advocacy initiatives in order to reinforce the 
collective impact of its members, through institutions such as the United 
Nations agencies and the International Labour Organisation.

 
CAP international members advocate for policies based around five core 
principles:

•  Decriminalization of prostituted persons;

• Protection, support and exit options for all prostituted persons;

• No impunity for traffickers, pimps and sex buyers;

• Criminalization of the purchase of all sexual acts;

•  Training for professionals, prevention measures and education for young 
people.
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Four strategic campaigns

•  Human rights: 
The system of prostitution is a violation of human rights and a fundamental 
obstacle to gender equality. International human rights law recognises 
prostitution as such, and prohibits its exploitation. For states to respect their 
obligation to eliminate the exploitation of prostitution to respect human rights, 
they must implement abolitionist policies.

Our coalition advocates for the universal elimination of the exploitation of the 
prostitution of others, holding states accountable to their obligations in multiple 
international arenas, including UN Women, the Commission on the Status 
of Women and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW).

•  Trade unions:
Prostitution of others is not “sex work” but a lucrative system of sexual 
exploitation and abuse that jeopardises social justice and gender equality efforts. 
It is incompatible with worker’s rights and “decent work” as defined by the 
International Labour Organisation.

Our coalition works to identify and mobilise trade unions who work against 
sexual exploitation, and who see the system of prostitution as one of sexual 
exploitation, not “sex work”. 

•  The last girl first:
All over the world, and throughout history, the most systemically disadvantaged 
groups have been overrepresented in sexual exploitation and prostitution. 
Prostitution is a highly gendered and patriarchal system that disproportionately 
impacts the poorest women and young children. Victims of incest and sexual 
violence, indigenous women and children, low caste communities, migrant 
women and children, and women and girls from ethnic minorities are still  
the primary victims of sexual exploitation by pimps, traffickers and sex buyers.

Our coalition works to identify, convene and mobilise the most vulnerable groups 
worldwide, from aboriginal communities in Canada to low-caste communities  
in India, who are disproportionately affected by the system of prostitution.
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•  Parliamentarians for the abolition of prostitution:
We believe in democratic processes indicating that citizens do not want 
the system of prostitution in their societies. Here, Members of Parliament 
play a crucial role in listening to their citizens and translating their calls 
into comprehensive policies.

Our coalition mobilises hundreds of parliamentarians across the globe to 
exchange best practices on the passing and implementation of abolitionist 
policies in MPs’ respective countries.
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Current members
• Apne Aap (India)

• Breaking Free (USA)

• Embrace Dignity (South Africa)

• Fondation Scelles (France)

• KAFA (Lebanon)

• La CLES (Canada)

• KFUKs Sociale Arbejde (Denmark)

• Malos Tratos (Spain)

• Marta Center (Latvia)

• Médicos del Mundo (Spain)

• Mouvement du Nid (France)

• Reden (Denmark)

• Ruhama (Ireland)

• Solwodi (Germany)

• Women@thewell (UK)

Our membership and partnership policy
CAP international membership is open to all domestic frontline 
NGOs working to provide support to prostituted persons and to 
combat the exploitation of the prostitution of others. At present 
CAP international is made up of fourteen affiliates; it means 
to increase its membership with like-minded grassroots 
organizations from across the globe.

CAP international also intends to reinforce strategic partnerships 
with existing abolitionist networks, feminist NGOs and broader 
organizations that support the universal abolition of prostitution.

Strategic partners
•  Coalition Against Trafficking  

in Women (CATW)

• European Women’s Lobby (EWL)

• Equality Now

• SPACE international
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International Board
President: Sarah Benson
representing Ruhama

Secretary General: Philippe Scelles
representing Fondation Scelles

Secretary General: Claire Quidet
representing Mouvement du Nid

Secretary General: Diane Matte
representing La CLES

Treasurer: Yves Scelles
Vice President: Helle Jarlmose
representing KFUKs Sociale Arbejde

Vice President: Ruchira Gupta
representing Apne aap

Vice President: Asuncion Miura
representing Comision Malos Tratos

Vice President: Lea Ackermann
representing Solwodi

International Secretariat
Executive Director: Grégoire Théry

Communications and Campaigns Offi cer: 
Zala Žbogar

Pro bono advisers 

Development Advisor for Latin America 
(pro bono): Marta Torres Herrero

Development Advisor for the USA 
(pro bono): Heidi Phillips
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Our analysis and  
our recommendations
What the system of prostitution is all about

A form of violence
•  A large majority of prostituted persons have suffered from violence, often sexual, 

before entering prostitution.

•  The vast majority of prostituted persons are victims of many forms of violence 
while in prostitution (physical, verbal, sexual, psychological).

•  The repetition of sexual acts without physical desire, but instead experienced as 
the consequence of financial need, inequality or as an exploitation of vulnerability, 
constitutes sexual violence in and of itself.

An exploitation of inequalities
•  Prostitution is a part of a long patriarchal tradition of making women’s bodies 

available for men’s benefit (droit du seigneur, rape, sexual harassment, “conjugal 
duties”, etc.).

•  Prostitution exploits multiple forms of inequality: men’s domination over women, 
rich over poor, North over South, majority groups over minorities.

•  Minorities, migrants and other discriminated-against groups are over-represented 
in prostitution all over the world.

A violation of human dignity
•  By placing the human body and sex into the realm of the marketplace, the system 

of prostitution reinforces the objectification of all women and their bodies. 

•  Prostitution reinforces the unequal power dynamic present in other forms of violence 
against women such as rape, sexual harassment and intimate-partner violence.
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•  The system of prostitution fuels and perpetuates trafficking in human beings  
for sexual exploitation.

•  Prostitution is a societal obstacle to establishing truly free, respectful  
and egalitarian sexuality.

•  Prostitution is a direct violation of the physical and moral integrity of prostituted 
persons.

A violation of human rights
•  The United Nations Convention of 2 December 1949 adopted by the General 

Assembly states in its preamble that “Prostitution and the accompanying evil of  
the traffic in persons for the purpose of prostitution are incompatible with the dignity  
and worth of the human person.”

•  The 1979 UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW) ask States Parties to “take all appropriate measures, including 
legislation, to suppress all forms of traffic in women and exploitation of prostitution  
of women”.

•  Further, prostitution is incompatible with articles 3 and 5 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, which state that “Everyone has the right to life,  
liberty and security of person” and that “No one shall be subjected to torture  
or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment”.

What we advocate for
CAP international advocates for the adoption and implementation of policies  
and legislation that include the following:

• Suppression of repressive measures against prostituted persons;

• Criminalization of all forms of pimping and procuring;

• Development of real alternatives and exit programmes for those  in prostitution;

• Support policies for survivors of prostitution; 

• Criminalization of the purchase of a sex act; 

•  Policies for prevention and education that promote equality and argue against  
the commodification of the human body;

• Development of prevention policies in the countries of origin of prostituted persons; 

•  Training and best practice guidelines for all actors involved in the implementation  
of these measures.



10

Our actions  
and achievements

October 2013 – International convening: CAP International is founded  – Brussels – EU
Nine frontline NGOs from Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, India, Ireland and Spain 
launch the Coalition for the Abolition of Prostitution. CAP international is founded on  
the margins of a public event co-organized with the European Women’s Lobby at the 
Swedish permanent representation to the EU in Brussels. Founding members elect  
their first International Board.

October 2013 – EU and domestic advocacy: Apne 
Aap high level advocacy tour – Brussels and Paris
First advocacy tour to Europe with our Indian 
member Apne Aap. CAP international arranges 
strategic meetings with Members of the European 
Parliament and diplomats in Brussels. French 
Minister for Women’s Rights and Government 
spokesperson Najat Vallaud-Belkacem receives 
CAP international’s delegation. This advocacy 
facilitates political and financial support for  
Apne Aap in India.

December 2013 – EU advocacy: Civil Society 
Platform against Trafficking in Human Beings – 
Brussels – EU
CAP international and several of its members are 
presented to the EU civil society platform against 
trafficking in human beings. We coordinate efforts 
and contributions to all sessions of the platform  
and make regular proposals to reinforce the 
efficiency of the EU anti-trafficking policy.
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January 2014 – EU advocacy: Advocacy for the 
passing of historic Honeyball Resolution at 
European Parliament – Brussels – EU
CAP international and its members write to 
members of the European Parliament’s Women’s 
Rights Committee and urge them to adopt the 
Honeyball report and resolution. The executive 
director of CAP international is invited for a hearing 
with MEPs. The historic “Honeyball Resolution”  
is adopted by the European Parliament in February 

2014. It encourages Member States to decriminalize prostituted persons  
and to criminalize sex buyers.

March 2014 –UN advocacy: First side 
event at CSW 58 – New-York 
CAP international co-organizes its first 
side-event in New York on the occasion 
of the 58th session  of the UN Conference 
on the Status of Women. The Swedish 
and French ministers for women’s 
rights and gender equality attend the 
event and express their support of our 
recommendations at the UN level. 

 
March 2014 – International convening: Strengthening international strategic 
partnerships – New-York
First meeting of international abolitionist networks held in New York. CAP international 
convenes an assembly with its strategic partners: Coalition Against Trafficking in Women 
(CATW), Equality Now, European Women’s Lobby (EWL), and SPACE international.

June 2014 – Domestic advocacy: CAP International high-level advocacy tour in Canada– 
Montreal and Ottawa
At the invitation of its Canadian member, La CLES, 
CAP international visits members of the Canadian 
government and Members of Parliament.  
The delegation is received by the Minister of 
Justice, the Minister of Home Affairs, and several 
MPs. Thanks to the mobilization of La CLES and its 
partners, Canada adopts a progressive abolitionist 
law on prostitution in December 2014.
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November 2014 – International 
conference: First international 
abolitionist congress – Paris
CAP international hosts its first 
International Abolitionist Congress in 
Paris. More than 200 delegates from 
24 countries attend. Decision makers, 

survivors of prostitution, representatives of indigenous and discriminated-
against communities, NGOs and trade unions denounce the exploitation  
of some of the most vulnerable groups in society through prostitution.  
Seven Members of Parliament from five countries launch a Call of 
Parliamentarians for the Abolition of Prostitution. Five NGOs from Latvia, 
Lebanon, South Africa, the Netherlands and the USA join CAP international.

March 2015 – UN advocacy: side event on Parliamentarians for abolition of 
prostitution at CSW 59 – New-York 
On the occasion of its second public event organized in New York, CAP 
international releases a list of 212 Parliamentarians from 11 countries calling 
for the universal abolition of prostitution. French and Swedish Governments 
co-sponsor our event, which emphasizes that prostitution is a violation  
of human rights.

August 2015 – International advocacy: reaction to Amnesty International’s 
position on prostitution – Dublin
CAP international and its members urge Amnesty International to protect  
the rights of prostituted persons, but not those of pimps and sex buyers. 
Despite the strong support of several national sections of AI, the human 
rights organization remains divided and votes in favour of a resolution  
that opens the door to full impunity for pimps and sex buyers.

October 2015 – International conference: opening advocacy doors and public 
awareness in Madrid – Madrid
At the invitation of its Spanish member organization, Comisión para la 
Investigación de Malos Tratos a Mujeres, CAP international co-sponsors 
and addresses a major public event in Madrid. This enables us to obtain 
Spanish signatories to our Call of Parliamentarians for the abolition of 
prostitution and generates strong media coverage.
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February 2016 – International and domestic advocacy: 
facilitating Nadia Murad’s fi rst advocacy tour to Paris 
– Paris
CAP international organizes the fi rst advocacy tour to 
Paris and Brussels of Nadia Murad Basee Taha, a Yazidi 
survivor of ISIS and a nominee for the Nobel Peace 
Prize 2016. CAP international facilitates more than 20 
high level meetings with Ministers, MPs and Media. 

February 2016 – Communications: Release of introductory brochure  – 
International
CAP International released an introductory brochure outlining its functioning 
and activities. Available in English, French and Spanish, this supported 
awareness raising of the coalition and helped to attract potential new 
member organisations. It has been disseminated widely through both print 
and digital versions.

March 2016 – UN advocacy: Side events at CSW60 
attended by over 400 participants – New York
interventions by French minister for women’s 
rights Laurence Rossignol and Yazidi activist 
and survivor of sexual slavery Nadia Murad Basee, 
and was attended by more than 400 diplomats 
and NGO representatives in the UNHQ. The second 
featured presentations of country situations 
and recommendations by members of CAP 
international from Germany, South Africa, India, 
France and Ireland.
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March 2016 – UN advocacy: 
Release of human rights policy 
paper – New York
During CSW60 in March 2016, 
CAP International published  
a policy paper on “Prostitution 
under International Human 
Rights Law: an Analysis of 
States’ Obligations and the Best 

Ways to Implement Them”. It includes a forward by member and former chair of CEDAW, 
former minister and member of French National Assembly Nicole Ameline. The paper 
has been translated into French and Spanish and disseminated widely at international 
conferences and advocacy meetings across Europe, North and South America.

April 2016 – Domestic advocacy: Communicating on the new French law – France 
This joint action through press release and other media outreach with French members 
Fondation Scelles and Mouvement du Nid ensured that the new French law passed  
in April was clarified to the media and the public.

April 2016 – Domestic advocacy: Presenting new 
French law in Madrid and Beirut – Beirut and Madrid
Because of strong international interest in the way 
it was obtained, as well as its content and how it will 
be implemented, CAP International presented the 
new French law in several international contexts. 
This includes an an event organised by member 
organisation Comisión para la Investigación de Malos 
Tratos a Mujeres at the University Rey Juan Carlos, 
and at an event organised by Lebanese member 
organisation KAFA in partnership with the Beirut  
Bar Association, in April and May respectively.
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June 2016 – Domestic advocacy: 
Release of briefing and infographics 
on understanding the new French 
law – International 
Release of a briefing and infographics 
explaining what the new French 
prostitution law means  
in practice. The materials, available 
in English, French and Spanish, have 
been disseminated at international 
advocacy meetings and conferences 
and shared widely on social media, 
and strengthened CAP International’s 
legitimacy as a source  
for uncovering the law in domestic 
and international fora.

June 2016 – EU advocacy & joint action with strategic partners: EU Civil 
Society Platform & Brussels Call open letter – Brussels  
CAP International signed a joint open letter to the European Commission on 
the post-2016 EU Strategy on Human Trafficking, coordinated by the European 
Women’s Lobby. It was been signed by 36 organisations who are also part of 
the “Brussels Call: together for a Europe free from prostitution”.

July 2016 –Domestic advocacy & joint 
action with strategic partners: Abolitionist 
conference at the House of Commons – 
London 
CAP International presents on best 
legislative approaches to prostitution, 
contributing to domestic advocacy efforts,  
at an event which brought together 
survivors of prostitution and was organised 
by strategic partner SPACE International  
and CAP International’s UK member  
Women @ the Well.
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September 2016 – International advocacy: 
strengthening international abolitionist 
diplomacy – Paris 
CAP International facilitates meetings 
with the Swedish ambassador at large for 
human trafficking Per-Anders Sunesson, 
French ambassador at large for human 
trafficking, French Member of Parliament, 
and civil society to strengthen political and 
diplomatic abolitionist ties internationally.

September 2016 – Domestic advocacy & joint action with member: 
Conference at the Latvian Parliament – Riga
In this joint action with Latvian member Marta Center, CAP International 
supported domestic advocacy efforts by participating in and presenting  
at a conference on sexual violence at the Latvian Parliament.

September 2016 – International 
communication & support to members: 
Girls of Paradise – International 
CAP Intl supports the international 
dissemination of the Girls of Paradise 
campaign, which has almost 500,000 views 
on YouTube. This award winning murdered 
escorts campaign highlights sex buyers’ 
(and websites’) responsibility in fuelling 
sex trafficking.
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September - October 2016: UN advocacy: Contributions to CEDAW and 
UN Women, joint action with partners and members 
CAP International coordinates a joint CEDAW shadow report signed by 
72 women’s rights organisations, and also coordinated a joint members’ 
response to the consultation seeking views on UN Women approach to 
prostitution.

October 2016 – International conference: Convening to end demand in 
Mexico, the region and beyond – Mexico City
The international forum “Sexual Exploitation: Violation of Human 
Rights” co-sponsored by our partners Comision Unidos Contra Trata 
and CAP international took place at the Chamber of Congress in Mexico, 
with over 300 participants at the plenaries, workshops and a youth 
forum. It provided a unique opportunity for regional frontline service 
providers, decision makers, youth, trafficking and prostitution survivors, 
academics and other activists to gather and discuss trafficking and 
prostitution from the perspective of ending demand.

October 2016 – International 
conference – Participation in panel 
on men working for abolition – 
Madrid 
CAP Intl participated in an 
international conference on  
Men Working for the Abolition  
of Prostitution (Hombres trabajando 
para la erradicación  
de la prostitución), organised by its 
Spanish member Comisión Malos 
Tratos.

October 2016 – Joint action with 
partner & EU advocacy: Youth for 
Abolition workshop – Brussels 
CAP International co-facilitated a 
Youth for Abolition capacity-building 
workshop. Under the leadership 
of European Women’s Lobby, the 
delegation also had strategic 
advocacy meetings with ten MEPs.
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November 2016 – Domestic advocacy & 
joint action with member: Meeting with 
Indian Minister on Traffi cking Bill – 
New Delhi
Indian member Apne Aap and CAP 
International met with Maneka Sanjay 
Gandhi, Indian Minister for Women and 
Child Development, to advocate on the 
Traffi cking Bill, which would be voted 
on in February 2017.
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Presentation of CAP 14 members

APNE AAP (India)
Apne Aap Women Worldwide is an Indian organisation working in brothels, 
red-light districts and caste-ghettoes of formerly nomadic groups trapped 
in inter-generational prostitution in Bihar, Delhi and West Bengal. Based on the 
Gandhian principles of Ahimsa (non-violence) and Antyodaya (uplift of the Last) 
and Ambedkar’s notion of the Anataj -last born, it seeks to link the weakest, most 
marginalised Last Girl –the Antyajaa to her basic needs like a safe space, school 
self-confi dence, government issued identifi cation documents and subsidies like 
low-cost food, housing, health care, legal protection as well as small friendship 
circles. Apne Aap (self-empowerment in Hindi), has touched over 20,000 lives 
in Bihar, Delhi and West Bengal, put 66 traffi ckers in jail and played a key role 
in the passage of India’s fi rst anti-traffi cking law-Section 377 I.P.C. It was founded 
14 years ago by journalist Ruchira Gupta and twenty-two prostituted women with 
the dream of a world where no woman could be bought or sold.

Breaking Free (USA)
Breaking Free was established in October 1996 as a non-profi t organization serving 
women involved in systems of abuse, exploitation, and prostitution/sex traffi cking. 
Founded by Vednita Carter, survivor of sexual exploitation, Breaking Free helps 
every year over 500 women escape systems of prostitution and sexual exploitation 
through advocacy, direct services, housing, and education. Main offi ces are located 
in St. Paul, Minnesota, with a branch in Minneapolis. Breaking Free’s doors are open 
to women throughout Minnesota and the United States. 

Embrace Dignity (South Africa)
Embrace Dignity is a South African service and advocacy NGO founded in 2011. 
South Africa is characterised by devastating levels of violence against women – 
rape, sexual assault, child sexual abuse and domestic violence – in a context of 
high HIV/AIDS prevalence, economic inequality and unemployment. We stand with 
victims who have been rendered vulnerable to traffi cking and prostitution by their 
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economic and social status and supports their exit from prostitution.  
Embrace dignity has developed and is piloting an exit programme with 
survivors of prostitution, advocates for demand focused legislation, and 
raises public awareness through speaking on public platforms and forming 
community partnerships.

Fondation Scelles (France)
The Scelles Foundation is an independent, non-profit organisation based in 
Paris (France) that fights against human trafficking and sexual exploitation 
through analysis, advocacy and awareness initiatives. Through its International 
Center for Research on Sexual Exploitation (CRIDES), the Scelles Foundation 
has developed an international database on Sexual  Exploitation with more 
than 3,000 studies and reports online. More than 100,000 documents are 
downloaded annually from its website from over 50 countries. Our Foundation 
regularly issues a global report on the state of sexual exploitation. Recognised 
for its expertise, the Scelles Foundation has developed partnerships with NGOs, 
experts and political leaders at the national, European and international levels 
for researches, advocacy and training initiatives.

KAFA (Lebanon)
KAFA (enough) Violence & Exploitation is a feminist, secular, Lebanese, non-
profit, non-governmental civil society organization looking for a society that 
is free of social, economic and legal patriarchal structures that discriminate 
women. KAFA has been aiming to eliminate all forms of exploitation and 
violence against women since its establishment in 2005. It fights for substantive 
gender equality. KAFA has developed a permanent and dedicated programme  
on prostitution and trafficking in human beings and released the first research 
on male sex buyers in Lebanon. KAFA provides assistance to domestic and 
foreign victims of prostitution, including among the vast population of refugees.

La CLES (Canada)
The Concertation des Luttes contre l’Exploitation Sexuelle (La CLES) is a 
coalition of groups and individuals mobilized against the sex industry. 
Founded in 2005, La CLES gathers 50 member groups, more than 150 individual 
members, and many supporters committed to a world free from prostitution.  
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We implement three priority programmes: direct support to women, awareness 
raising and training, and political advocacy. We have set up a unique “solidarity 
fund” for women in prostitution in order to support crucial transition demarches 
towards the exit of prostitution. La CLES is one of the key coordinators of the 
Canadian Women’s Coalition for the Abolition of Prostitution and has been 
instrumental in supporting the adoption of an abolitionist law in Canada.

Reden and KFUKs Sociale Arbejde (Denmark)
Founded in 1947, KFUKs Sociale Arbejde (YWCA Social Work) is the fi rst Danish 
NGO providing global assistance to prostituted persons through four centers of 
Reden (the Nest) in Copenhagen, Odense, Aarhus and Aalborg. Reden International 
(The Nest International), with its specifi c focus on people who are identifi ed as 
victims of human traffi cking, Reden) was established in 2002 by Dorit Otzen. KFUKs 
Sociale Arbejde and the Nests are involved in advocacy but are, above all, major 
frontline providers of care and shelter, drop-in services, counseling, various social 
and health services incl. group therapy, and a specialised crisis center dedicated 
towards victims of human traffi cking. We are currently developing new prevention 
programmes with Reden Ung. KFUKs Sociale Arbejde and the Nests employ more 
than 100 staff in addition to a large number of dedicated volunteers.

  

Malos Tratos (Spain)
The Comisión para la Investigación de Malos Tratos a Mujeres (CIMTM) is a 
non-profi t organisation founded in 1977 with the goal of erradicating all forms 
of violence against women in Spain. CIMTM has several programs dedicated 
at prevention, training and direct assistance to women and children. From its 
foundation, eliminating the exploitation of prostitution and traffi cking in human 
beings has been a top priority of CIMTM. In a diffi cult context of trivialisation 
of prostitution, we have successfully raised public awareness and political attention 
on the exploitative nature of prostitution.

Marta Center (Latvia)
The Resource Centre for Women (MARTA) in Riga, Latvia was founded in 2000 
to protect and promote the rights of women that have suffered prostitution, 
traffi cking and other forms of gender based violence as well as other discrimination, 
to improve their socioeconomic situation and facilitate gender equality. 
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They accomplish this by educating women on their rights and providing skills 
training, legal advice, litigation and support services to help women and girls live 
their lives free from violence, discrimination and poverty. Marta also lobbies  
to improve legislation and legal frameworks on issues of equality and violence 
against women including prostitution, and sets up awareness-raising campaigns  
in order to educate the general public.

Médicos del Mundo (Spain)
Médicos del Mundo is a nonprofit organisation founded in 1990. It is an independent, 
international, humanitarian and social health association, which promotes 
the defense of the fundamental right to health and a decent life for all people, 
denouncing situations of injustice and violation of human rights. The lines of action 
are development cooperation, humanitarian action, social inclusion and social 
mobilisation. Since 1993 it works on programmes on prostitution in 11 autonomous 
communities, from an integrated gender approach based on human rights, 
advocating toward the Spanish state, and guaranteeing and protecting human rights 
of victims of trafficking for sexual exploitation and women in prostitution.

Mouvement du Nid (France)
Founded in 1946, Mouvement du Nid is a French NGO providing assistance to 
thousands of prostituted persons and victims of trafficking, through frontline offices 
in 26 cities. Our organisation reaches out to more than 5000 women, men and 
children affected by prostitution. Mouvement du Nid offers a global human support, 
including social, psychological, legal and medical services. We also support access 
to justice, housing, and to employment. Every year, Mouvement du Nid organises 
training sessions for 3000 professionals (social workers, police officers, judges and 
lawyers), and carries prevention and educational programmes with more than 
20 000 teenagers. In cooperation with 60 women’s rights NGOs and with survivors 
of prostitution, Mouvement du Nid has coordinated the French advocacy strategy 
towards the adoption of a global and consistent abolitionist legislation in France.
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Ruhama (Ireland)
Ruhama is an Irish NGO working nationally with women affected by prostitution 
including victims of sex trafficking. The organisation offers a free, confidential, 
non-judgmental holistic service which is led by women’s own priorities. Ruhama’s 
person centered care plan assists women in a broad range of ways including: 
Emergency accommodation, Counselling & trauma healing, help reporting 
crimes against them, education and personal development support, Career 
Guidance, practical help getting housing and social welfare benefit, assistance 
with immigration issues and many other supports depending on each individual 
woman’s needs. Ruhama is also a lobbying and campaigning organisation which 
aims to raise awareness and change public attitudes & policies in relation to the 
exploitation of prostitution and sex trafficking.

Solwodi (Germany)
SOLWODI (SOLidarity with WOmen in DIStress)  is a non-profit organisation 
assisting women affected by human trafficking for sexual exploitation,  
arranged marriage and domestic violence. Founded in 1985 in Mombasa,  
Kenya by Sr. Dr. Lea Ackermann SOLWODI continued its work two years later in 
Germany offering safe housing, social welfare assistance and integration programs. 
Today the SOLWODI network consists of seven safe houses and eighteen counseling 
centers and offers outreach to women in indoor and street-based prostitution.

Women@thewell (UK)
Women@thewell is a women-only drop-in centre in Kings Cross, London, dedicated 
to supporting women whose lives are affected by or at risk of being affected by 
prostitution. Most women who use its services have multiple and complex needs 
including problematic drug and alcohol abuse, mental health difficulties, rough 
sleeping and trafficking. Women@thewell envisions a society in which all women 
are empowered to achieve their full potential free from discrimination, abuse and 
neglect. Its mission is to develop a holistic response to their needs and empower 
women to make choices to improve the quality of their lives. The center was 
founded by Sister Lynda Dearlove and officially opened in September 2007.
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